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WAITING FOR DESTINY 

 

I waited for her for an hour.  By the bridge, you know, at the 

spot at the turn of the river where the lights from Arlington 

reflect all the way down to the water's edge.  I mean, it 

wasn't really our spot or anything, but it was more my spot 

for us, or for thinking about her.  Have you ever really, really 

fallen in love with someone who never knew your name?  If 

you have, then you know.   

 

Her name was Janice, she was a friend of Jack's girlfriend, 

her roommate, actually, and she had come over to see 

Scared Jackie Phipps when he did a few sets at Blues Alley.  

I saw her when she came in.  (Pause.)  It was like destiny 

shouted, "Jerry, there she is.  She is the one."  I couldn't 

breathe.  She wasn't beautiful in the classic sense, but her 

beauty, no, her whole being filled all of the empty places in 

my soul.  Like two pieces of a huge jigsaw puzzle, you 

know?  Finally, Jesse giggled and whispered, "If you don't 

inhale, you're going to pass out."  I spent the whole night 

with her and never said a word.  I just watched.  She smiled 

so easily, and her eyes ... it's like they lit up the whole table 

when she laughed.  Finally, the music ended and they all got 

up to leave.  Jack asked me if I wanted to join them for a 

pizza, but, I said no.  I don't know, I don't think I could have 

stood the stress anymore.  So I watched her walk out, 

laughing, with Jack on her arm.  And I went home.  I think of 

her ... a lot ... maybe all the time.  It's not like I'm stalking 

her, I don't think I could even call her.  But at night, I'll walk 

down to the river and sit on the wall and look out over the 

water and just think.   
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