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“THE ONE-WORD ‘HAMLET’” 
 

(MARCELLUS, BERNARDO and HORATIO look at a ghost offstage.) 
 
MARCELLUS:  Ghost! 

BERNARDO:  Where? 

MARCELLUS:  There! 

HORATIO:  Who? 

BERNARDO:  King! 

MARCELLUS:  Ssssh. 

 
(HAMLET enters.) 
 
HORATIO:  (Nervously.)  Hamlet! 

HAMLET:  Horatio! 

BERNARDO:  Hamlet! 

HAMLET:  Bernardo! 

MARCELLUS:  Hamlet! 

HAMLET:  Marcellus! 

MARCELLUS:  (Pointing at the ghost.)  Uh — 

HAMLET:  What? 

HORATIO, BERNARDO and MARCELLUS:  Ghost! 

HAMLET:  Where? 

HORATIO:  There! 

BERNARDO:  Flee! 

MARCELLUS:  Help! 

 
(GHOST enters; HORATIO, BERNARDO and MARCELLUS exit, fleeing.  HAMLET studies the ghost as it 
approaches him.) 
 
GHOST:  Oooooh! 

HAMLET:  Who? 

GHOST:  Hamlet! 

HAMLET:  Dad? 

GHOST:  Silence! 

HAMLET:  But — ? 

GHOST:  Dead. 

HAMLET:  And? 

GHOST:  Killed! 
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HAMLET:  How?! 

GHOST:  Poison! 

HAMLET:  No! 

GHOST:  Yes! 

HAMLET:  Who? 

GHOST:  Claudius! 

HAMLET:  Uncle? 

GHOST:  Same! 

HAMLET:  No! 

GHOST:  Yes! 

HAMLET:  Revenge! 

GHOST:  Peace! 

 
(GHOST exits.  CLAUDIUS and GERTRUDE enter.) 
 
GERTRUDE:  Hamlet! 

HAMLET:  Mother! 

GERTRUDE:  Son! 

CLAUDIUS:  Hamlet! 

HAMLET:  Uncle. 

CLAUDIUS:  Son! 

HAMLET:  Son? 

CLAUDIUS:  (Indicating GERTRUDE.)  Wife! 

GERTRUDE:  (Showing off her ring.)  Yes! 

HAMLET:  Oh. 

CLAUDIUS:  Come! 

GERTRUDE:  Celebrate! 

HAMLET:  No. 

GERTRUDE:  No? 

CLAUDIUS:  No? 

HAMLET:  No. 

GERTRUDE:  Later? 

HAMLET:  Maybe. 

CLAUDIUS:  Son! 

 
(GERTRUDE and CLAUDIUS move toward exit talking quietly.) 
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